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COMMISSIONER OF POLICE — RECRUITMENT 
213. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Minister for Police: 
I have a supplementary question. Aside from the member for Burns Beach, which members of Parliament or 
other individuals, including former police officers, have contacted the minister, her ministerial office or her 
electorate office to lobby for applicants for the position of Commissioner of Police to be interviewed for the 
position? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
Firstly, I want to make it quite clear that despite having read in the paper that the member for Burns Beach had 
allegedly complained that he was unhappy about the process, he certainly had not complained to me that he was 
unhappy about the process. Had he expressed any preference about who he thought should be the next police 
commissioner? I think he did some time ago. Did he say to me that he thought his preferred person should be 
interviewed? No he did not, but for people’s information, I can say that probably since before we came to 
government, people have been telling me who the next police commissioner should or should not be. I have been 
approached by members of both sides of the house, including from the Liberal Party. They have asked me about 
senior people and suggested people. Last night, I had dinner with seven or eight members of the 
Western Australian Police Union and got at least four different opinions from them about who the next police 
commissioner should be. Eminent people in our community and people in the street have come up to me and 
said, “I think X is good; Y is bad.” I think quite a few people who follow the process closely will know that a lot 
of negative rumours, let us call them, have been put out about some of the potential candidates. So far as I know, 
all those rumours are without foundation. That is why in March I was very careful to seek a meeting with both 
the Corruption and Crime Commissioner and the Public Sector Commissioner, because I wanted this to be 
handled with due probity. That is why the former Premier, the member for Cottesloe, set up this process and 
appointed an eminent public servant with integrity. That is why, unlike others I am told, I decided to advise the 
Corruption and Crime Commissioner that at the conclusion of that selection process I would seek his advice 
about whether there were any issues with the appointment of any of the short-listed candidates. 
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